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English Vowel Length 
is often shown with these two triangles but the actual length of  
each vowel sound changes depending on the level of  stress and 
surrounding sounds.  
View article and audio on the Pronunciation Studio blog. 

Centre Vowels (tongue relatively flat)

5 /ə/ a, e, o, u alive  the  today  supply
6 /ɜː/ ir, ur, wor third  turn  worse 
7 /ʌ/ u, o fun  love  money 

8 /ɑː/ a, al, ar glass  half   car 

Back Vowels (tongue pulled back)
9 /uː/ ew, oo, o_e few  boot  lose 

10 /ʊ/ u, oo, ou put  look  should 
11 /ɔː/ al, aw, or, our, oor talk  law  port 
12 /ɒ/ o, a rob  top  watch 

Diphthong Vowels  
(13-19) move from one position to another:

13 /eɪ/ ay, ea, ae, ai pay  great  maid 

14 /ɔɪ/ oi, oy noise  toy  choice 
15 /aɪ/ ie, i_e, i, y fine  like  might 

16 /əʊ/ o, o_e, oa no  stone  road 
17 /aʊ/ ou, ow round  how  brown 
18 /ɪə/ eer, ear beer  hear  steer 

19 /eə/ are, ere, ea, ai care  there  bear 

https://pronunciationstudio.com/english-vowel-length/
https://pronunciationstudio.com/english-vowel-length/
http://www.pronunciationstudio.com
https://pronunciationstudio.com/english-vowel-length/
https://pronunciationstudio.com/english-vowel-length/

